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Comrades, 
I would like to wish you and your families a happy and 
healthy holiday season!  

Once again, we are partnering with O.C. Fire Authority and 
KWAVE radio station for the annual holiday “Spark of 
Love” toy drive.  Unfortunately, due to concerns over the 
spread of COVID19, it appears as though the quantity of 
donations may be substantially less than previous years.  
For example, last year we had over 1000 new toys donated 
to our Marine families at Camp Pendleton.  Therefor, I am 
requesting that the members of our Post contact their 
friends, relatives, and neighbors to donate new toys to our 
Marines. You may drop off the toys at our office: 33282 
Golden Lantern, Suite 103, Dana Point.  If our office is 
closed, there will be a second donation box up stairs at the 
City Administration office. 

Post 9934 and the City of Dana Point conducted a wonder-
ful Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the Dana Point Little 
League Baseball Field.  It was well attended and I would 
like to thank the members of our Post, Eagle Scout, stu-
dents of Saint Edwards, Maria Elana Banks, Chaplain Long 
Nguyen, Supervisor Lisa Bartlett Mayor Richard Viczorek, 
Bill Edwards, LtCol Frank Saverese, HHS Color  Guard, 
Sharon Miller – our Auxiliary Vice-President  and our 
VFW Honor Guard for making this a memorable event.  
You can visit the City of Dana Point YouTube to view the 
entire ceremony. 

On Monday, November 23rd, members of our Post deliv-
ered 50 complete Thanksgiving meals to the families of 
MAG39 Air Station.  This included frozen turkeys, stuff-
ing, cranberries, vegetables, and of course, pumpkin pies.  I 
would like to give a shout our to Ron Egigian and David 
Lockwood for organizing this event.  In addition, the stu-
dents from Saint Edwards Church made hundreds of 
“Thank You For Your Service” cards which were delivered 
to the Marines at our adopted units. 

We continue to pick up donated items of furniture, appli-
ances and household items that are delivered to our Marine 
families. Thanks to Morrie Hanson and Bob Pruitt for the 
success of this program! 

During the past month VFW Post 9934 in conjunction with 
the O.C. Sheriff and Fire Department has conducted “Drive
-By” birthday parades for Richard Dietmeier (who has re-
cently passed away), Harry Haroutiounia, and John Paoletti 
(who passed away just prior to his 98th birthday). 

(cont’d page 2) 

 
DECEMBER 2020 MEETING 

The next meeting of the Post and Auxiliary 9934 will 

be Tuesday, December 8, 2020. The Post will meet 

at SOUTH SHORES CHURCH, 32712 Crown 

Valley Parkway starting at 6:00 p.m.  Members 

may also join the meeting using the ZOOM protocol. 

See details in above COMMANDER’S MESSAGE. 

The Auxiliary will meet at Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church, 33501 Stonehill.  Auxiliary meeting time 

is 6:30. 

COMMANDER’S MESSASGE 

IN MEMORIAM 
WILLIAM J. RAINEY 

Memorial Service at Crossline Church, 23331 Moulton 

Parkway, Laguna Hills, Wednesday, December 2, at 3:00. 

JOHN J. PAOLETTI 

G.G. ARABIAN 
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USSF MOTTO & LOGO 

How They Came About 

Space Force quietly released its motto 
back in July without much frill or 
fanfare. Semper Supra means Always 
Above, and it's one of those mottos 
with a neat origin story (more on that 
later!), but it feels like it's not exactly 
perfect for the newest branch of our 
military. Maybe it could have been 
worse? We're not entirely sure. Space 
Force also finally issued its logo to 
help with brand awareness and hope-
fully encourage the American public 
to take the newest military branch seriously. The branch 
even unveiled a flag, so it's pretty clear that Space Force 
isn't going anywhere. Let's unpack the motto, the logo and 
the flag because there's a lot to understand about these 
branding efforts. 

Semper Supra is supposed to represent the branch's role in 
establishing, maintaining and preserving US interests and 
freedom operations in space. The logo was designed by the 
same agency who works on Air Force branding and like 
with all military insignia, the details are important. The 
delta symbol was first used in 1961 and was selected to 
honor the Air Force and Space command's heritage. But 
contrary to what we're all thinking, the Space Force logo is 
apparently not an homage to Star Trek. The colors black 
and silver represent the environmental boundaries between 
Earth and space. The delta's outer border is silver and sig-
nifies protection against all adversaries and threats in the 
space domain. The black portion on the inside signifies the 
vast darkness of deep space. Inside the delta are two spires 
that represent the action of a rocket launching in the atmos-
phere. In the center of the delta is a visual representation of 
Polaris, the North Star. This symbolizes how the core val-
ues guide the Space Force mission. Finally, there are four 
beveled elements inside the delta representing the other 
four branches of the military. Apparently, the logo creators 
didn't think to include the Coast Guard in their nod to the 
other military branches. 

Space Force Chief Gen. Jay Raymond recently tweeted, 
"We are building a new Service to secure the space domain 
– the ultimate high ground. Our strategic imperative is to 

ensure that our space capabilities [and] the advantages they 
provide the nation [and] our Joint and Coalition partners 
are always there."  

So who had the final say in the Space Force motto? It was 
Airman First Class Daniel Sanchez, 86th Airlift Wing Pub-
lic Affairs broadcast journalist. The junior Airman enlisted 
in the Air Force when he was 33 after unsuccessfully trying 
to find his footing in the civilian world. While preparing to 
go to basic training, Sanchez would listen to service songs, 
which is where he said he got the earliest ideas of the 
Space Force motto. It was while listening to the Coast 
Guard's service song, Semper Paratus, that inspiration 
struck. Then Sanchez started thinking about the Marine 
Corps motto – Semper Fidelis – and the unofficial Navy 
motto – Semper Fortis. The translation, Always Faithful 
and Always Courageous, struck a chord. 

Then, while training to become an Air Force broadcast 
journalist at Fort Meade, Sanchez and some of his col-
leagues started greeting one another with the motto he cre-
ated – Semper Supra. Sanchez says that he liked the alliter-
ative sound of the motto. Six months after joining the Air 
Force, the Space Force became an official branch of the 
military. 

Sanchez shared his idea for the motto with his leadership 
command, who encouraged him to make a formal proposal. 
Chief Gen. Raymond spoke with Sanchez and told him that 
the motto was a perfect fit. Sanchez says the entire selec-
tion process still feels unreal. He hopes to eventually trans-
fer to the Space Force and complete OCS.  

[Source: We Are The Mighty October 05, 2020] 

COMMANDER’S MESSASGE 
(cont’d from fist page) 

We have wheelchairs and walkers available at our VFW 
office that can be given to any Vet in need.  These are free 
– just contact our office. 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December  8, 
6:00 PM, at South Shores Church, 32712 Crown Valley 
Pky., Dana Point.  For those who are unable to attend you 
may view and participate via Zoom:  www.zoom.us  meet-
ing ID: 813 0224 5010  Password: 857 829  make sure 
that you enter your first and last name and enable both 
your video and audio.  Please “mute” your audio if you 

are not speaking. 

Several of our Post Members have passed on to their eter-
nal resting over the past month.  Therefor, we will be con-
ducting a “Draping of the Charter” ceremony at our De-
cember Post meeting. 

Please feel free to contact me if you know of any Veteran 
in need. 
Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year 
Lew Talbot – Commander, VFW Post 9934 

http://www.zoom.us
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CORONAVIRUS VACCINE 

Volunteers Needed for VA Phase III Clinical Trials 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is recruiting 8,000 vol-
unteers for the Phase III clinical trials of at least four 
COVID-19 vaccine candidates, a process playing out be-
hind the scenes at 20 medical facilities across the U.S. Offi-
cials with the VA and Operation Warp Speed, the Trump 
administration’s initiative to fast-track coronavirus vac-
cines and treatments, confirmed that participation, saying 
the effort allows veterans to continue contributing to the 
country in its time of need during the pandemic. "For our 
nation's veterans, this is another way they can continue to 
serve in this way, fighting the pandemic as a volunteer," 
said Dr. Matthew Hepburn, head of vaccine development 
for Operation Warp Speed, during a discussion hosted by 
the Heritage Foundation on 27 October. 

The effort follows a Defense Department announcement in 
September that it had partnered with AstraZeneca to recruit 
Phase III volunteers at five of its medical facilities. The 
DoD is in talks with developers of other vaccine candi-
dates, but Pentagon officials have declined to name them. 
"There are a number of different vaccine Phase III trials in 
which the Army and the Department of Defense as a whole 
is involved in. Some of those are still in negotiations, in 
terms of the numbers and the sites that will be used," said 
Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad, director of emerging infectious 
diseases at Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, on 14 
October. 

The VA plans to recruit the volunteers for four trials at 20 
of its medical centers, including 17 that will test Johnson & 
Johnson's candidate, made by subsidiary Janssen. Three 
other medical centers are recruiting or have completed re-
cruitment for studies of candidates by Moderna, AstraZene-
ca and Pfizer, according to a VA website. At the VA, the 
department is seeking to recruit healthy veterans between 
the ages of 18 and 65 who are not pregnant and may be at 
risk for exposure. As with trials conducted in civilian facili-
ties and at the DoD, participants will be paid, with compen-
sation being determined and provided by the developer, VA 
spokeswoman Christina Noel said. VA nurses and case 
workers also are being asked to identify their sickest, most 
at-risk patients to determine who should be at the top of the 
list once a vaccine is approved. 
This difference has some VA health providers worried. 
"These people who volunteer for the trials are heroes – the 
ones who raise their hands -- but I'm concerned about my 
patient population. If we are only testing the vaccine on 
healthy people, how are we going to know how it affects 
those who are sick?" asked a VA nurse who asked not to be 
named because she is not authorized to speak to the press. 
"All this time, I have worked so hard to keep my patients 
alive." According to the nurse, the VA is prioritizing its 
patients to receive the vaccine. The priority groups are, in 
order: 

Veterans in VA nursing homes; 
Those age 85 in non-VA nursing facilities; 
Veterans in other residential settings; 
Vets over the age of 75; 

Those receiving hemodialysis or chemotherapy; 
Homeless veterans; 
Those age 65 and over, and among those, "emphasize 

patients with CDC high-risk conditions like 
hypertension, obesity or COPD." 

The DoD plans to recruit 3,000 volunteers at five military 
hospitals for the AstraZeneca trial, and additional 

volunteers for other companies, depending on their agree-
ments. DoD officials said the department is participating in 
the research because it requires a "diverse and representa-
tive population (demographics and distribution), including 
people who are most affected by COVID-19." Retired Na-
vy Rear Adm. Tom Cullison, former deputy surgeon gen-
eral for the service, said Oct. 30 that it is not unusual for 
the DoD as well as the VA to participate in multicenter tri-
als, as they have participated for years in cancer and trauma 
research. "In general, standard recruiting for African Amer-
icans and other minorities for medical research is difficult, 
and the military provides a rich opportunity to find volun-
teers for those groups," Cullison said. 

The DoD is seeking adult volunteers in the military health 
system, including active-duty personnel, retirees and family 
members. To be considered, volunteers must provide writ-
ten informed consent to be screened and considered for 
participation, and they must have no known or planned 
change of location or deployments at the time of enroll-
ment. 

No U.S. service members will be required to participate in 
the COVID-19 vaccine trials, according to the DoD. All 
volunteers must agree to be monitored at the same location 
for the expected study time of two years. Some active-duty 
members such as new recruits or boot camp participants 
will not be allowed to volunteer because they are 
"considered vulnerable from an ethical and regulatory 
standpoint," a DoD official said. 

The VA and DoD did not disclose the financial arrange-
ments they have with developers to support the research. 

Volunteers will be paid for participating in the trials; the 
amount they receive depends on developers. To volunteer, 
inquire at your local VA medical center or complete a 

screening survey at Coronavirus Prevention Network 
https://www.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org. You can 
also telephone 866-288-1919. 

[Source: Military.com| Patricia Kime November 6, 2020] 

 
CHRISTMAS TOY DONATION STATIONS 

Post 9934 has a collection station for toys to be 

donated to Marine families at Camp Pendleton. The 

collection boxes are located just inside the door to 

the office at Dana Point City Hall.  If the office is 

not open, collection boxes will be available at the 

City Administrative office on the second floor. 

https://www.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org
tel:1-866-288-1919
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VA OFFICIALS EXPLAIN NO-COST BURIAL BENEFITS  

The Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration 
wants veterans to know the bottom line upfront: Many 
veterans don't realize that their military service entitles 
them to be interred in a national cemetery at no cost.  

Even if a veteran never received disability or any other 
benefit from the VA, if they served on active duty and 
were discharged under conditions other than dishonora-
ble, they are eligible. If they served in the Reserve 
Component and were mobilized or served long enough 
to to earn-a-retirement, they-are eligible. Yet only 20% 
of all eligible veterans living in the United States take 
advantage of this benefit which would save their fami-
lies thousands of dollars.  

The best, most effective way to ensure veterans get the 
burial or memorial benefits they and their spouse have 
earned through Air Force service is through a VA pro-
gram called Pre-Need Eligibility, or Pre-Need.  

Pre-Need establishes eligibility for VA burial and memo-
rial benefits before death, so the family doesn't have to go 
searching for documentation after the veteran's death. 
Simply fill out a VA form 40-10007 and mail it in to the 
St. Louis office indicated on the top of the form. Veterans 
can print out a form or fill it out an online. The form and 
more information is available at https://www.cem.va.gov/ 
pre-need/. 

VA officials will review each application and send a letter 
confirming or denying eligibility. If approved, safely store 
the letter and inform someone of its location.  

Pre-Need provides veterans and families with peace of 
mind. This information is particularly important for Guard 
and Reserve members, many of whom don't realize that 
their service entitles them to burial benefits. There are 

some nuances for reservists to provide 
additional paperwork if a  

mobilization isn't documented on their DD Form 214, so it 
is even more important for them to apply for Pre-Need. 
Waiting to establish eligibility at the time of death can 
sometimes result in a non-eligible decision with little or no 
time to provide additional information.  

If a VA national, state or tribal veteran cemetery is selected 
as the final resting place, a veteran will receive the follow-
ing: gravesite, opening and closing of the grave, grave lin-
er, and perpetual care of the gravesite. Also included are 
memorial benefits such as a headstone, marker or cover for 
a columbarium niche. All are absolutely free, which means 
a savings of thousands of dollars to the veran's family. The 
veteran's spouse as well as minor children and unmarried 
adult children who legally rely on the veteran for support 
are also eligible for interment  

free of charge, typically in the same grave or columbarium 
niche as the veteran.  

receive a burial flag. At many VA national 
cemeteries, NGA partners with local military units or vol-
unteer service organizations to provide deceased veterans 
with military funeral honors, including the playing of taps 
and presentation of the burial flag.  

Finally, upon request, the veteran's family will receive a 
Presidential Memorial Certificate signed by the current 
U.S. president. Multiple copies can be requested so that all 
family members can have one.  

For more information about VA burial and memorial bene-
fits, visit www.cem.va.gov or call 800-697-6947. 

 (Courtesy of the Office of Engagement and Memorial Innova-
tions, National Cemetery Administration)  

QUARTERMASTER REPORT 

While this year’s Thanksgiving Day may not have been 
spent surrounded by family and loved ones as we’ve grown 
so accustomed to, it remains a day rooted in unique tradi-
tions and recipes, and still offers us all a time to express our 
gratitude and appreciation for the blessings in our lives.  

As we take time to celebrate the holiday season this year, 
the VFW wants to remind every American to take a mo-
ment and give thanks for the men and women of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. They spend countless holidays away from 
family, serving in harm’s way, and it’s their continued ser-
vice and sacrifice which allows us this very opportunity. 

There are members of this Post who always support such 
efforts.  During the week of Thanksgiving, their efforts re-
sulted in the donations of major supplies for 50 dinners 
which were delivered to Camp Pendleton for distribution to 
families of our adopted Marine units. To ensure that the 
dinners would be totally complete, 50 pies were purchased 
with Post funds, but this cost was reimbursed by a donation 
received from persons in the community. 

As in past years, the Post will be receiving major donations 
of toys to be distributed to the children at Camp Pendleton.  

Anyone who wants to contribute to this activity can drop 
off unwrapped toys at the collections boxes in the City Hall 
offices.  As has been done in past years, members of the 
Post will sort the toys for proper distribution according to 
age and sex of the children. 

Bill Manes, Post Quartermaster 
National Deputy Chief of Staff 2020-2021 

Children distribute thank you cards to veterans at Dana Point 

Veterans Day Program 

http://https:/www.cem.va.gov/
http://www.cem.va.gov
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NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM OPENED 
Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Seventy lifelike cast figures in uni-
form and bearing arms portray 
American soldiers from the Revolu-
tionary War to recent combat in Af-
ghanistan are spread throughout the 
National Museum of the United 
States Army, opened to the public 
November 11. The figures form cen-
terpieces for the museum’s six main 
galleries that reflect the Army’s his-
tory from its militia roots in the early 1600s through its 
roles in ongoing wars in the Middle East, museum officials 
said Thursday. The chronologically arranged galleries fea-
ture unique artifacts, short vignettes about soldiers’ person-
al experiences at war and interactive displays that explain 
things like the music soldiers listened to in the era and the 
food they ate. 
Tammy Call, the museum’s director, said it was important 
that visitors experience the chronological history of the 
Army, to see how the service and warfare has changed over 
time. But, more than anything else, she said she hoped visi-
tors would find a connection with the unique stories of in-
dividual soldiers displayed throughout the museum. The 
National Museum of the United States Army's National 
Overseas Gallery documents life for American soldiers 
from 1989 to the 1918, including this immersive scene of 
soldier fighting during World War I. “My greatest desire is 
that an individual visiting here, that doesn't have a connec-
tion with the Army, or that does, that they walk away with 
knowledge of the American soldier,” Call said. “That they 
see themselves reflected in our soldiers and that there's that 
understanding that our American soldiers and members of 
our Army are American citizens.” 
The 185,000-square-foot museum has been a longtime 
coming. The Army Historical Foundation has worked for 
more than a decade to build the service’s first comprehen-
sive museum. It was opened on Veterans Day, in the midst 
of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, just more than three 
years after the Army broke ground. The pandemic delayed 
the opening by about five months, Call said. Visitors must 
reserve free tickets online at the NMUSA.org and adhere to 
certain restrictions, like wearing a face-covering and social 
distancing. The museum is also providing styluses to allow 
visitors to work the plethora of touchscreens throughout the 
exhibits. 
Officials wanted visitors to experience what soldiering was 
like for troops on the ground throughout the Army’s histo-
ry. A video inside the museum’s Army Theater brings them 
into the action in Belgium during World War II, in the Ia 
Drang Valley in Vietnam and the Korengal Valley in Af-
ghanistan, placing them into the heart of the battles with a 
300-degree screen. The theater shakes as bomb blasts go 
off and machine  gun fire cuts through the air. Pylons de-
tails information about soldier who fought in Vietnam, in-
side the Cold War Gallery at the new National Museum of 
the United States Army at Fort Belvoir, Va. The exhibits 
include six dedicated to combat, one that examines the con-

nection between the Army and American 
society, one that shares the history of the 
nation’s highest military decoration, the 
Medal of Honor, and a virtual reality 
gallery where visitors can step into a 
World War II tank simulator, fly in vir-
tual historic aircraft and even test their 
marksmanship skills. 
Curators said the museum would rotate 
displays of 1,389 artifacts, most of 

which the Army has held for years but never before shared 
with the public. And more items are headed to the museum 
in the near future, including some from as recent as this 
year, Call said. The museum plans to add items from sol-
diers who were at Iraq’s al Asad Air Base during the Janu-
ary 8 ballistic missile attack by Iran in retaliation for the 
United States' drone strike that killed their top military fig-
ure, Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani. Call said on November 
5 she was not certain what those items would include, but 
the staff considered the event a critical part of the Army’s 
recent history. “We felt it was so important, just like all the 
artifacts in the in the exhibit wing … to preserve those 
items, to get them, to take care of them and to be able to 
have them available.” The museum has left room to expand 
its galleries to include whatever the future holds for the 
Army, Call said. 
Paul Morando, who has been the museum’s exhibits chief 
for about three years, said his team worked hard to ensure 
everyone who visits would learn from their time in the 
building. “You don't have to be a soldier to be connected to 
this museum,” he said. “If you never served in the Army, 
but you can connect to something — a soldier’s story here 
from the same hometown, and look and see what he or she 
did for our country, then there’s a connection there.” The 
most difficult part, he said, was working within the natural 
limits in a physical building. “You can't tell the entire sto-
ry, of course, of the history of the Army,” Morando said. 
“This museum would be five times the size if we incorpo-
rated every soldier’s story, every aspect of the Army's his-
tory. But if we can just reach those visitors through the gal-
leries, through the exhibits, through the artifacts that we 
have here, then we've done our job.”  

[Source: VVA Web Weekly November 6, 2020] 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 7  PEARL HARBOR  
    REMEMBRANCE  
    DAY 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

Thursday, December 31  Official End of WWII  
    (1946) 


