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COMMANDER’S MESSASGE
ipation in the “Spark of Love” toy drive.
Dear Comrades,
We had an amazing November. Our Veteran’s Day proOrange County Fire Authority and other public entities
gram was attended by so many friends, family and neighgather the toys then transport them to the Calvary Chapel/K
bors that the numbers were back to pre-Covid attendance.
Wave Radio Station facilities for sorting and distribution.
What was truly amazing was the donations we received
Post #9934 takes its place with the other 118 Orange Counduring our Buddy Poppy/Veteran’s Day weekend. We
ty organizations that need toys for distribution to the chilwere able to collect over $9,000.00. That is something to
dren that depend on us. In this case the kids at Camp Pendbe proud of my brothers and sisters.
leton.
Special thanks must go out to the location Captain’s Wayne
Again, we will be asking for volunteers to step up and
Yost, Wayne Greenleaf, and Scott Roberts. We must also
spend several hours sorting, counting, and preparing toys
recognize all the other Comrades, Sea Cadets, spouses,
for distribution. I am not sure when the exact date will be;
family members friends and all the volunteers that gave up
but we will get the word out as soon as possible.
their family time and sometimes work hours to help us
In closing, you have all done well my comrades, you
make this such a successful endeavor.
should all be proud of the work and time you gave to the
While all these programs were being attended to, our DisVeterans of Foreign Wars, Post #9934.
trict was busy getting ready for the “Goodwill Tour” visit
by our State Commander Dawn “Dusty” Napier. Quite a I hope to see you at the next in person meeting on Decembit of the planning and heavy lifting was accomplished by ber14, at South Shores Church.
your Post Representatives to District 2, Comrades Kuehl Don’t forget that our Post Christmas party is on December
and Yost, and a little bit by your Commander.
11th, seating is limited…so make your reservations.
Some of you may not know that Post #9934 was able to
deliver over 100 Turkeys to Camp Pendleton for Thanksgiving…and so begins our holiday season. Wayne Yost
and I have already started the initial contacts for our partic-

TO CONTACT YOUR POST
Mail address

33282 Golden Lantern, Suite 103
Dana Point, Ca. 92629
Telephone Office (949) 248-1419
E-mail:
vfwpost9934@cox.net
Website:
https://www.vfwpost 9934.org

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/vfwpost9934

TO CONTACT U.S. DEPARTMENT

Rick Jauregui
Commander, Post 9934, Dana Point
DECEMBER 2021 MEETING
The next meeting of the Post and Auxiliary 9934
will be Tuesday, December 14. The Post meeting
will be at South Shores Church, 32712 Crown
Valley Parkway, starting at 6:00 p.m.
The Auxiliary will meet at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church, 33501 Stonehill. Auxiliary meeting time
is 6:30.
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VFW JOINS COALITION TO HELP AFGHAN EVACUEES
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) is pleased to announce it's joining a coalition of more than 250 national and
local organizations, major corporations, nonprofits, veterans service organizations, and prominent leaders in welcoming and supporting Afghan families evacuated from
Afghanistan over the past four months.
According to the Welcome.US website, the coalition is "a
non-partisan, not-for-profit initiative providing a single
point of entry to channel the outpouring support of Americans who want to get involved by donating supplies, money, or time to frontline organizations; offering temporary
housing; or sponsoring Afghan families as they start new
lives in the United States."

said VFW National Commander Matthew "Fritz" Mihelcic.
"The time is now to return the favor and help resettle so
many of our Afghan allies and their families forced to flee
the only home they have ever known."
Over the past few years, the VFW has urged Congress and
previous administrations to recognize the contributions of
Afghan allies during the Global War on Terror and to provide them with a path to settle peacefully outside of Afghanistan should they desire to do so. Since August, various
VFW Posts and Auxiliaries across the country have already
volunteered to support Afghan refugee families with food,
clothing, shelter, and other resources as they begin settling
across the U.S.

"Without the selfless service of Afghans who stood shoul- "Let's welcome our new neighbors and show them how the
der to shoulder with us during the war in Afghanistan,
VFW and America really are at their best," Mihelcic said.
many of our veterans would not have made it home safely,"

VFW COMMENDS DOD FOR ADDRESSING FORCE-WIDE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES
In a memorandum issued Nov. 17, Secretary of Defense
Lloyd J. Austin III acknowledged the economic challenges
impacting many service members and their families as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic and outlined the steps the
Department of Defense will take toaddress the issue.

following actions: provide immediate relief such as temporarily increasing housing allowance, increase stability for
service members and their families by lengthening tours,
and expand financial readiness resources through education
and counseling.

"The DoD taking significant steps to address the financial
wellness of service members and military families is long
overdue," said VFW National Commander Matthew "Fritz"
Mihelcic. "The pandemic hit our economy hard, and our
military men and womensuffered in silence as they continued to serve our nation. Financial peace of mind goes a long
way when it comes to the readiness of the Force."

As another resource to service members and their families
experiencing financial difficulties, the VFW offers support
through its Unmet Needs program. The program provides
financial aid grants of up to $1,500 to assist with basic life
needs.

Unlike other financial assistance resources such as loans,
the Unmet Needs program is a grant, so the service member
Titled, "Strengthening Economic Security in the Force," the does not have to pay it back. "Our nation's service men and
memorandum calls out current hardships service members women sign a blank check in defense of our nation,"
and their families are facing like food insecurity, housing
costs and reduced housing inventory. The letter then directs Mihelcic said. "They shouldn't have to wonder if their pay
check will cover their bills or feed their families."
the military department and service leadership to take the

QUARTERMASTER REPORT
I am very happy to report that the Post Inspection that was
conducted during our meeting in November was very successfully concluded. It is one more of the annual procedures that the Post must complete. We also submitted the
annual reports for the Post awards in the VFW Patriot Pen,
Voice of Democracy, Teachers’ Award, Law Enforcement,
Firefighter, and Paramedic programs. Sounds as though we
have been somewhat busy? Also see the information in the
Post Commanders notes on page 1! During the meeting on
December 14, there will be more details about these activities, including financial matters. We will also have a

presentation by the winner of the Post 9934 Patriot Pen Program, and a representative from the Injured Marine Semper
Fi Fund will be on hand to receive a donation.
The plans for the annual Post Christmas Party at Jack’s Restaurant in Dana Point are moving along. This event takes
place before the December meeting, so please let me have
your reservation right away if you want to attend. You can
telephone or email with the information and then follow up
with the payment. I will need to make a firm commitment
for the numbers within a few days.
Bill Manes, Post Quartermaster
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COLA SUMMARY

2022 Retirement, VA Disability, SBP and SS Recipients
Military retirees and veterans receiving disability payments
from the Department of Veterans Affairs VA) will see their
paychecks go up by 5.9% for 2022, triggered by inflation
and an annual adjustment to the Federal Cost of Living
Allowance (COLA). That annual adjustment has averaged
around 1.5% for the last 10 years. The adjustment rate was
announced Wednesday by the Social Security Administration. The VA is required by law to alter disability payment
rates by that amount. While military retirement is not legally required to follow suit, the change is traditionally the
same.

Military retirees and VA beneficiaries aren't the only ones
who benefit from the COLA increase. Civil Service retirees
and Social Security recipients also will see the 5.9% jump
in their monthly checks. For Social Security recipients, the
monthly increase will mean an extra $91 per month for the
average beneficiary.

How the COLA Is Determined
Each year, military retirement pay, Survivor Benefit Plan
Annuities, VA Compensation and Pensions, and Social
Security benefits are adjusted for the rate of inflation . The
Department of Labor determines the annual COLA by
For 2022, retired military members will see a $59 increase measuring the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which is a
for each $1,000 of military retirement pension they receive measurement of a broad sampling of the cost of consumer
each month. Retirees who entered military service on or goods and expenses.
after Aug. 1, 1986, and opted for the Career Status Bonus
The CPI is compared to the previous year; if there is an
(CSB/Redux retirement plan) have any COLA increases
increase, there is a COLA. If there is no increase, there is
reduced by 1%, so they will see a smaller increase in 2022.
no COLA.
They should see a monthly increase of only $49 per
$1,000. Survivors receiving Survivor Benefit Plan pay- The COLA affects about one in every five Americans, inments will see the same increase of $59 per $1,000 in their cluding Social Security recipients, disabled veterans, federmonthly payments.
al retirees and retired military members. Retirees saw a
1.3% increase in 2021. The COLA increase was 1.6% in
Disabled veterans will also get a bump. The average VA
disability check will go up about $8.50 per month for those 2020.
[Source: Military Officers Association of America
with a 10% rating, and $185.65 for those rated at 100%.
Jim Abshe October 13,
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KOREAN WAR END
Twenty-three U.S. congressmen have called on President
Joe Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken to
“prioritize active diplomatic engagement” with the two
Koreas and end the Korean War. The 23 lawmakers, including Andy Kim of New Jersey, Grace Meng of New
York, Judy Chu of California and Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, wrote a letter dated 4 NOV urging the president and the
top diplomat to seek a “binding peace agreement” that
would formally declare a “final end” to the Korean War.
The 1950-53 Korean War was concluded through an armistice agreement rather than a peace treaty. The United
States, through the United Nations Command, was a signatory to the agreement, along with China and North Korea.
“Despite this period of conflict ending many decades ago
in 1953, a peace treaty was never officially signed,” the
lawmakers said in the letter. “While North Korea’s nuclear
weapons continue to pose a threat to peace and security
around the world, a forever state of war does not resolve
this issue, nor does it serve the national interest of the United States and our allies.”
The lawmakers argued that a “forever state of war” hinders
a resolution to North Korea’s weapons program and makes
“progress on the nuclear issue more difficult.” All of the
congressional leaders who signed the letter are also cosponsors to Rep. Brad Sherman’s Peace on the Korean
Peninsula Act, which would require the State Department
to review travel restrictions for U.S. nationals bound for
North Korea. Roughly 100,000 Americans still have rela-

tives living in North Korea, according to the bill sponsored
by the California Democrat, and some of them have expressed a desire to attend funerals and other religious ceremonies.
U.S. nationals are prohibited from traveling to, from or
through North Korea unless approved by the State Department. The department issues special validated passports to
qualified applicants with a “national interest,” such as
American Red Cross workers, those with “compelling humanitarian considerations” and journalists. The lawmakers’
argument echoed remarks made by South Korean President
Moon Jae-in earlier this year, when he renewed his calls for
the armistice agreement’s signatories to “come together
and declare that the war on the Korean Peninsula is over.”
“More than anything, an end-of-war declaration will mark
a pivotal point of departure in creating a new order of reconciliation,” Moon said in his speech before the United
Nations General Assembly in September. Moon, who is
scheduled to step down next year after serving a single five
-year term, has prioritized his campaign to formally end the
Korean War. South Korean and U.S. diplomats have traveled between their respective countries and held discussions about the possibility in recent weeks. White House
national security adviser Jake Sullivan in October declined
to elaborate on the negotiations, but said the ongoing talks
were “very productive.”
[Source: Stars & Stripes David Choi November 10, 2021]

BRING CHRISTMAS JOY THROUGH TOYS FOR TOTS
Since 1947, Marine Toys for Tots has been bringing the joy
of Christmas to America’s less-fortunate children and fostering community engagement. Every holiday season, new,
unwrapped toys are distributed to children in need, including the Marine families at Camp Pendleton. Post 9934 is
an official participant in this program and will have a collection point at the Dana Point City Hall.
VETERANS DAY PROGRAM DANA POINT

MASTER OF CEREMONIES WAYNE YOST OPENS PROGRAM

AUXILIARY VICE PRESIDENT MILLER DEDICATES PLAQUES
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Post Commander:
Senior Vice Commander:
Junior Vice Commander
Post Quartermaster
Assistant Quartermaster
Post Chaplain:
Post Surgeon
Judge Advocate
Adjutant
Women Veterans Coordinator
Post Color Guard Captain

President
Senior Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

POST OFFICERS FOR 2021-2022
Ricardo Jauregui
Service Officer:
Richard Alonzo
Service Officers Team:
Carlos Garcia
Bill Manes
Wayne Yost
James Lofdahl
Gil Castro
Service Officer Advisor
Dolores Padgett
Service Officer Support
Wayne Greenleaf
Trustee (3-year term)
Marcia Kuehl
Trustee (2-year term)
Carlos Garcia
Trustee (1-year term)
AUXILIARY OFFICERS FOR 2021-2022
Rebecca Dulmage
Chaplain
Sharon Miller
Conductress
Renee Fulk
Guard
Lisa Mers

John Coon
Jim Socks
Don Ellis
Ben Valencia
Aaron Pluff
Robert Fowler
Marty Hoffman
Debbie Yost
Richard Carr
David Vera
Phil Jimenez

Yvonne English
Terri Marr
Torey Boegeman

CALENDAR DECEMBER 2021
Wednesday, Dec 1 Post Service Officers, Dana Point
Community Center, 34052
Del Obispo St 2:00-4:00
MONDAY, DEC 7 NATIONAL PEARL HARBOR
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Saturday, Dec 11 Christmas Dinner, Jack’s Restaurant
Tuesday, Dec 14
Post and Auxiliary Meetings
Wednesday, Dec 15 Post Service Officers, Dana Point
Community Center, 34052
Del Obispo St 2:00-4:00
Wednesday, Dec 15 Iraq War Ended (2011)
Monday, Dec 20
Panama Campaign Began ((1989)
SATURDAY, DEC 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Friday, Dec 31
Official End of WWII (1946)
Friday, Dec 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE
DANA POINT VFW POST AND AUXILIARY 9934
33282 Golden Lantern Suite 103
DANA POINT, CA 92629

CHRISTMAS DAY

Thought of the Month
“Government’s first duty is to protect the people, not
run their lives.”
-- Ronald Reagan

